RONALD FRANCIS LOWE

THE ROYAL VICTORIAN EYE AND EAR HOSPITAL

Award of the Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists Gold Medal to Dr R F Lowe

At the twenty-eighth annual congress of the Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists held in Perth on 2nd-8th November 1995, the College presented its medal to two eminent Fellows:  Dr R Hertzberg and Dr R F Lowe,  This medal has been bestowed to only three other Fellows, one being Dr K G Howsam.

The citation for the award conferred to Dr Lowe outlines his distinguished service to the College and to this Hospital, and his devotion to teaching and research.  He was instrumental in building up the Glaucoma Clinic at this Hospital, and his work in angle closure glaucoma led to worldwide recognition.

Dr Lowe has published over 160 learned papers.  He was President of the Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists (1972-1973), Vice-President of the Academia Ophthalmologica Internationalis (1990-1994), and was the only Australian President of the Asia-Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology (1968-1972).

Dr Lowe and Dr K G Howsan founded the Hospital Library in 1950 and Dr Lowe is still a member of the Hospital Library Committee.

The presentation was made by Dr Geoffrey Morlet, President of the Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists and an alumnus of The Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital.

The Hospital congratulates Dr Lowe on receiving such a prestigious award.

CURRICULUM VITAE

Born:

14 November 1913, East Caulfield, Victoria, Australia

Married 1941:
Lois Olga Evans, died 1985; Zena Barber Freeman (nee Webster) April 1987. 

1 son:
Richard Wentworth, freelance art designer

Home address:
118 Finch Street, East Malvern 1952-1986



195 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy 1986 –

EARLY EDUCATION

Primary 
State Schools

Secondary
Wesley College, 1927 – 1929

PHARMACY

Apprentice 1930 – 33

Melbourne College of Pharmacy

Qualified Pharmacist (Ph.C.) 1934

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

Medical Course 1934- 39

MBBS, (Stirling Prize in Clinical Surgery), First class honours in surgery

DO 1945

MD 1966

Lecturer in Physiology of Vision

Member of Faculty of Medicine 1962-73

Member Board of Examiners/Standing Committee for Ophthalmology 1950-63

Clinical Instructor, Clinical School at St. Vincent’s Hospital (teaching undergraduates in casualty dept. RVEEH 1984-89)

Royal Australasian College of Surgeons

FRACS 1947

Gordon Craig Travelling Fellowship, 1947

Member Court of Examiners, 1960-67

Royal College of Surgeons England

FRCS 1947 (the first to obtain it in ophthalmology)

DOMS 1947 College of Ophthalmologists (UK) 

FRC Ophth 1989 

Foundation Fellow 1989

Resident Medical Officer

The Alfred Hospital, 1940

The Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, 1941, (seconded ex Army), 1944-45

2/11 Aust. General Hospital AIF

107 Aust. General Hospital

115 Australian HMH

Ophthalmological Training

Melbourne 1940, 1944-45, 1946

London 1946-48.  Tutor-Registrar Insitute of Ophthalmology

Australian Army Service World War 2

Captain-Major, AIF

14 Aust. Armed Regt., 2/11 Aust. General Hospital (New Guinea)

107 Aust. General Hospital (Darwin) etc.

Ophthalmologist to Repatriation Department

1949-53

The Royal Victorian Ear & Eye Hospital 

RMO 1940, 1944

Clinical Assistant 1946

Assistant Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon, 1946-55

Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon 1955-73

Emeritus Ophthalmic Surgeon – 1973 –

Member of Board of Management 1955-84

Dean of the Clinical School, 1962-68

Officer in Charge of the Glaucoma Unit, 1963-75

Chairman of Honorary Medical Staff, 1970-73

Member of the Library Committee, Building Committee and many standing and ad hoc committees

The Ronald Lowe Library

Melbourne Post Graduate Committee

Member for several years

The Ophthalmological Society of Australia

Member of the Council 1949-60, 1972-74

The Australian College of Ophthalmologists

Vice President 1972

The Royal Australian College of Ophthalmologists Fellow FRACO 1966

President 1973

Member of Executive Committee 1972-74

Honorary Librarian  1953

Member of committees such as Therapeutics Committee, The Orthoptic Board of Australia

The Orthoptic Committee of Victoria and the Victorian School of Orthoptics

Chairman 1957-72

The Australian Medical Association

Member

The British Medical Association

Member

Member of various other professional associations such as Ophthal. Society of UK, International Strabismological Association, The Australian Association for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology, Orthoptic Ass. Of Australia (Honorary), Academica Ophthalmologica Internationalis – Foundation Professor Vice President 1991-93

The Opticians Registration Board of Victoria

Member 1957-1960

The Asia-Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology

Foundation member 1958, 1960

Chairman of Organisers, Second Congress 1964

Vice President, 1964-68

President 1968-72

The International Congress of Ophthalmology

Member 1962 New Dehli, 1966 Munich, 1970 Mexico City, 1974 Paris, 1978 Kyoto, 1982 San Francisco, 1986 Rome, 1990 Singapore

The Ophthalmic Research Institute of Australia

Member of Board of Management 1957-61, 1965-86.

Research Fellow 1960-74, 1976-77

Chairman 1980-86 
Honorary Member

Shepherd Foundation

Consultant Ophthalmologist

Prizes

Shorney Prize for Research in Ophthalmology, University of Adelaide 1965 and 1969

Editorships

The Australian Journal of Ophthalmology, 1973-1984

The Australian and New Zealand Journal of Ophthalmology 1985

The Oriental Archives of Ophthalmology Eye Science

Abstracts – Ophthalmic Literature, The American Journal of Ophthalmology

Hobbies

Gardening, home maintenance, overseas travel and photography

Minor collections (ceramic pots, stamps, Persian rugs)

Member

Australian Lilium Society

Athenaeum Club

Source of Income

Private ophthalmological practice

82 Collins Street, Melbourne, 300 Victoria Australia

Publications – mostly single authored

Books 

Acute Glaucoma – with A.S. Lim

Lectures in Disease of the eye RVEEH. – 3 editions

Chapters in books – 12

Journals

Brit. J. Ophthal. 25

Amer. J. Ophthal. 11

Trans. Aust. Opthal. Soc. 12

Aust. J. Ophthal. 12

Aust. NZ J. Ophthal. 5

Med. J. Aust. 8

Other internat. Eye journals – 28

Other general medical journals – 15

Tributes and Obituaries – 11

Pamphlets for patients – 6

Tour leader – groups to Asia for Congresses

1960  Hong Kong, Japan, Manila

1968 Hong Kong, Malaysia, Java, Singapore

1974 Singapore, Sri Lanka

1975 Japan, China

1976 Java, Bali

1977 Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan

1983
China, Hong Kong
